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SUBCOMMITrEES APPROVE FGIS REAUTHORIZATION BILL
For immediate release, Friday, Sept. 10, 1993
WASHINGTON -- Legislation (H.R. 2689) to reauthorize the activities of
the Federal Grain Inspection Service (FGIS) was approved by two House
subcommittees in joint action Thursday. FGIS, an agency within the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, administers a nationwide inspection system to assure
integrity in the inspection, weighing and handling of U.S. grains for both domestic
and export trade.
"This legislation encompasses suggestions received from those in the grain
industry who utilize the official inspection system as well as the private and state
entities who provide interior inspection and weighing services under designation
from the FGIS. Additional provisions are designed to help the agency continue to
cut their costs and streamline their operations. With the current authorities
expiring at the end of the month, it is my hope that we can move this bill
expeditiously to the Senate for their consideration," said General Farm
Commodities Subcommitt.ee Chainnan Tim Johnson, D-Sn, who presided over tbe
markup session.
An amended version of H.R. 2689, the United States Grain Standards Act
Amendments of 1993, was approved on voice vote by members of the House
Agriculture Subcommittees on General Farm Commodities and Foreign Agriculture
and Hunger. It includes an amendment to prohibit grain handlers from adding
water to grain, except for milling, malting, processing, pest control practices or
under FGIS-approved conditions.

In addition, the Subcommittee-approved legislation will:
•

Extend FGIS authority for another 5 years to collect fees for
weighing and inspection of grain (sufficient to cover costs including
administrative and supervisory costs).

•

Authorize annual appropriations over the next 5 years to cover the
costs of non-fee based standardization and compliance activities.

•

Authorize FGIS to collect fees for the use of its equipment and
services by entities not involved in the grain industry.

•

Allow FGIS to issue inspector licenses to individuals supervised under
a contractual arrangement with official or designated state agencies.

•

Increase the criminal penalties for first-time violators who knowingly
engage in prohibited acts.

•

Reduce bureaucratic paperwork by eliminating the current quarterly
report to Congress on official complaints.
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